
Huron County Council 

    Minutes - , 2016

 th Session 

GODERICH, ONTARIO 



SIXTH SESSION MINUTES 
COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF HURON 

 
 

Goderich, Ontario 
May 4, 2016 

 
The Council of the County of Huron met in the Council Chambers on Wednesday, May 4, 
2016.  Warden Paul Gowing called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m.  
 
Warden Gowing welcomed all present to the Sixth Session of 2016.   
 
1. Roll Call: 
 
CAO Brenda Orchard called the roll and all members of Council were present.  Councillor 
Hessel arrived at 9:03 a.m. 
 
2. Warden’s Remarks: 
 
Warden Gowing informed members that the 2016 Ontario Small Urban Municipalities 
Conference started today hosted by Goderich.   
 
3. Approval of Agenda: 

 
MOTION:  #113-16 
Moved by:  Councillor Ginn and Seconded by:  Councillor Hessel 
THAT: 
The Council of the County of Huron accepts the agenda for May 4, 2016 as presented. 

CARRIED 
 
4. Declaration of Pecuniary Interest: 
 
No declarations of pecuniary interest were stated. 

 
5. Minutes of the Previous Sessions: 
 
MOTION:  #114-16 
Moved by:  Councillor MacLellan and Seconded by:  Councillor Morrison 
THAT: 
The minutes of the previous session being the Fifth Session of April 6, 2016 be adopted 
as circulated. 

CARRIED 
 
6. Delegations/Petitions/Deputations:  None. 

 
7. Councillor’s Issues:   
 
Councillor Vincent informed members that the new Saugeen Valley Conservation Authority 
Cover Crop Incentive Program shows support by Huron County neighbours.  
 
Councillor MacLellan thanked the HCMOA presenters of the Shared Services Project.     
 
Councillor Morrison informed members that there were approximately 141 delegates registered 
for the 2016 Ontario Small Urban Municipalities Conference hosted by Goderich.  He thanked 
Huron County for supporting this event. 
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Councillor Donnelly updated members on recent media reports from the Town of 
Goderich. 
 
Warden Gowing presented CAO Brenda Orchard with a 15 year service pin as a municipal 
manager with the Canadian Association of Municipal Administrators. 
 
8. Correspondence:   

 
MOTION:  #115-16 
Moved by: Councillor Frayne and Seconded by: Councillor Hessel 
THAT:  
The Council of the County of Huron supports the following motion from the Municipality of 
Bluewater: 
Whereas Ontario's growing and aging population is putting an increasing strain on our 
publicly-funded health care system;  
And Whereas since February 2015, the Ontario government has made an almost 7% 
unilateral cut to physician services expenditures which cover all the care doctors provide 
to patients – including cuts to programs which are specifically designed to act as 
incentives for physicians to practice in rural areas;  
And Whereas the decisions Ontario makes today will impact patients’ access to quality 
care in the years to come and these cuts will threaten access to the quality, patient-
focused care Ontarians need and expect;  
And Whereas Ontario in experiencing a growing rural population as retirees move to the 
countryside;  
And Whereas many rural municipalities in Ontario have formed physician recruitment and 
retention committees and strategies to deal with the reality of physician retirements and 
shortages;  
And Whereas rural areas in Ontario are already at a distinct disadvantage in recruiting 
family physicians due to a number of factors;  
Now Therefore Be It Resolved that the Council of the Municipality of Bluewater hereby 
requests that the Minister of Health and Long Term Care reinstate incentives for 
physicians to practice in rural areas of Ontario, and that the minister return to the table 
with Ontario’s doctors and work together through mediation-arbitration to reach a fair deal 
that protects the quality, patient-focused care Ontario families deserve;  
And Be It Further Resolved that copies of this resolution be sent to the Premier of Ontario, 
the federal and provincial Ministers of Health, the Ontario College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, and all municipalities in Ontario. 

CARRIED 
 
MOTION:  #116-16 
Moved by: Councillor Fergusson and Seconded by: Councillor Hessel 
THAT:  
The Council of the County of Huron supports the correspondence from the Municipality of 
South Dundas: 
WHEREAS in the 2016 Ontario Budget, the government of Ontario has suspended current 
intake of applications to the Rural Economic Development program and has indicated that 
it plans to integrate the program into the Jobs and Prosperity Fund; 
WHEREAS the Jobs and Prosperity Fund is narrowly focused and is restricted to 
private sector organizations and industry partners, which prevents access to funding for 
rural municipalities and others who formerly benefitted from the Rural Economic 
Development Program. The emphasis on large projects that meet either of minimum $5 
million or $10 million in eligible project costs thresholds, will significantly restrict benefits 
from this fund; 
WHEREAS in contrast, the Rural Economic Development Program supported a number of  
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capacity building projects including but not limited to ‘Business Retention and Expansion’ 
and ‘Downtown Revitalization’ projects and Economic Development Strategic Planning 
projects for small rural municipalities who were looking to improve their local economy. 
Also of note is that because the Jobs and Prosperity Fund is not specifically designated for 
rural areas, that funds from this program will likely favour more urban areas of the 
province. 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE Council of the County of Huron asks 
the government of Ontario to reconsider the suspension of and the integration of the Rural 
Economic Development Program into the Jobs and Prosperity Fund with the view to 
ensuring that Rural Economic Development Program stays as an intricate funding program 
of the Province that will support capacity building and foster economic growth in rural 
municipalities in Ontario; 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT this resolution be circulated to all municipal and 
regional councils in Ontario requesting that they endorse and support this resolution and 
communicate their support to the Premier and the Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural 
Affairs. 

CARRIED 
 
MOTION:  #117-16 
Moved by: Councillor Watt and Seconded by: Councillor Vincent 
THAT:  
The Council of the County of Huron supports correspondence from the Township of North 
Frontenac: 
WHEREAS the Independent Electrical System Operator has requested input on the RFP 
process used to award renewable energy contracts; 
AND WHEREAS the government indicated that new contracts would be directed to willing 
host communities with the Minister of Energy indicating on March 7 that it would be 'almost 
impossible' for a contract to be granted under the current process without municipal 
agreement; 
AND WHEREAS three of the five contracts announced on March 10 2016 did not have 
municipal support for the project; 
AND WHEREAS the current process does not meet the government's standards for 
openness and transparency because municipal Councils are asked to support power 
projects based on little or no detail and further, the recipient municipalities are unable to 
determine the basis on which individual contracts were awarded; 
AND WHEREAS the province has not demonstrated that renewable energy projects are of 
sufficient strategic importance in meeting Ontario's electricity generation requirements 
and/or carbon emission reduction targets to warrant the province taking action to override 
municipal decisions; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the County of Huron requests: 

1. That the Municipal Support Resolution become a mandatory requirement in the 
IESO process; 

2. That the rules be amended to require that the resolution related to this support must 
be considered in an open Council meeting held after the community engagement 
meeting organized by the proponent; 

3. That full details of the project, including siting of project elements and site 
consideration reports, are required to be made available at the community 
engagement meeting and to the Council before the resolution is considered; 

4. That the terms of any municipal agreement related to the project also need be 
discussed in open Council and that such agreements cannot contain terms that limit 
the municipality's ability to exercise Municipal Act powers relative to the project; 

5. That the process includes the requirement for the municipality to provide comments 
on the project directly to the IESO; 
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6. That any points for Aboriginal participation in a given power project be limited to the 

First Nation who has a comprehensive claim on the land where the project will be 
built; 

7. That any announcement of the successful bidders includes an explanation of the 
points awarded to each bid; 

AND THAT this Resolution be provided to the President of IESO; Minister of Energy; All 
Municipalities within the Province; MPP; and AMO. 

CARRIED 
 
MOTION:  #118-16 
Moved by: Councillor Donnelly and Seconded by: Councillor Steffler 
THAT:  
The Council of the County of Huron supports the following resolution: 
Whereas human trafficking is a heinous crime that has been referred to as modern day 
slavery; and 
Whereas traffickers recruit, transport, harbour and control the girl next door for sexual 
exploitation or forced labour; and 
Whereas it is one of the fastest growing crimes that starts and stays in Canada, targeting 
victims - 90 percent of which are Canadian-born and predominantly female, averaging the 
age of 14; and 
Whereas Ontario is a major hub of human trafficking in Canada, and victims are lured, 
manipulated and coerced, often over the internet from every part of Ontario; and 
Whereas human trafficking is in our neigbourhoods and our communities; 
Therefore be it resolved that the Council of the County of Huron support Bill 158, Saving 
the Girl Next Door Act, 2016, support MPP Laurie Scott's motion for a multi-jurisdictional 
and coordinated task force of law enforcement agencies, Crown prosecutors, judges, 
victims' services and frontline agencies; and 
That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to all Members of Provincial Parliament and 
municipalities. 

CARRIED 
 
MOTION:  #119-16 
Moved by: Councillor Frayne and Seconded by: Councillor Ginn 
THAT:  
The Council of the County of Huron directs staff to prepare a report on correspondence 
received from Welland City Council as follows: 
“That the Council of the City of Welland supports the development of Provincial Legislation 
requiring the registration, licensing and setting Provincial Standards, for Private Supportive 
Living Accommodations, where the operator provides accommodations and where the 
operator provides or arranges for services that relate to the health, safety and security of 
the residents.” 

CARRIED 
 
MOTION:  #120-16 
Moved by: Councillor Versteeg and Seconded by: Councillor Ginn 
THAT:  
The Council of the County of Huron accepts correspondence items not specifically dealt 
with, for information. 

CARRIED 
 

9. Reports of Committees: 
 
9.1 Board of Health – April 7, 2016, Special April 13, 2016 and Special April 25, 2016  
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 meeting minutes: Councillor Hessel, Chair of the Board of Health spoke to the 

Reports.  
 
MOTION:   #121-16  
Moved by:  Councillor Hessel and Seconded by:  Councillor Van Diepenbeek  
THAT:   
The Board of Health Reports of April 7, 2016, Special April 13, 2016 and Special April 25, 
2016 be received and will appear in the printed minutes as Report No. 19, 20 and 21. 

CARRIED 
 
9.2 Committee of the Whole Day 1 – April 13, 2016 meeting minutes:  Councillor Watt, 

Chair of the Committee of the Whole Day 1 spoke to the Reports.  
 
MOTION:   #122-16  
Moved by:  Councillor Watt and Seconded by:  Councillor Frayne 
THAT:   
The Committee of the Whole Day 1 Reports of April 13, 2016 be approved as presented 
and will appear in the printed minutes as Report No. 22. 

CARRIED 
 
9.3 Committee of the Whole Day 2 – April 20, 2016 meeting minutes:  Councillor Cole, 

Chair of the Committee of the Whole Day 2 spoke to the Reports.   
 
MOTION:  #123-16 
Moved by:  Councillor Cole and Seconded by:  Councillor Steffler  
THAT: 
The Committee of the Whole Day 2 Reports of April 20, 2016 be adopted as presented and will 
appear in the printed minutes as Report No. 23. 

CARRIED 
 
MOTION:  #124-16 
Moved by:  Councillor MacLellan and Seconded by:  Councillor Watt  
THAT: 
The Council of the County of Huron direct staff to commence discussions with Perth 
County regarding steps that could be taken now to facilitate a potential amalgamation of 
Paramedic Services in the future including equipment purchases. 

CARRIED 
 
9.4 Library Board – April 27, 2016 meeting minutes:  Councillor Fergusson, Chair of the 

Library Board spoke to the Reports.  
 
MOTION:  #125-16 
Moved by:  Councillor Fergusson and Seconded by:  Councillor Ginn 
THAT: 
The Library Board Reports of April 27, 2016 be received and will appear in the printed 
minutes as Report No. 24. 

CARRIED 
 
10. New/Unfinished Business:   

 
In the interest of being accountable and transparent, where a member of Council or staff 
would like to present an item of business in this section, it is recommended that they 
contact the Chief Administrative Officer in advance so that the item can be placed on the 
published agenda. 
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11. Notice of Motions:  None. 
 
12. By-laws:   
 
MOTION:  #126-16 
Moved by:  Councillor Watt and Seconded by:  Councillor Vincent  
THAT: 
Leave be given to introduce the following By-Laws: 
By-law No. 2016-024 being a By-law of the Corporation of the County of Huron to 

authorize the execution of an agreement with the Ausable-Bayfield 
and Maitland Valley Conservation Authorities. 

By-law No. 2016-025 being a By-law of the Corporation of the County of Huron to 
authorize the execution of an agreement with the Huron Turning 
Point Program. 

By-law No. 2016-026  being a By-law of the Corporation of the County of Huron to 
authorize adopting a Smoke-Free Policy. 

By-law No. 2016-027 being a By-law of the Corporation of the County of Huron to enter 
into a Memorandum of Understanding with Her Majesty the Queen 
in Right of Ontario as represented by the Ontario Ministry of 
Education concerning the release of information collected using the 
Early Development Instrument (Cycle 4). 

By-law No. 2016-028 being a By-law of the Corporation of the County of Huron to enter an 
agreement between Huron County Paramedic Services and London 
Health Sciences Centre Southwest Ontario Regional Base Hospital 
Program. 

By-law No. 2016-029 being a By-law of the Corporation of the County of Huron authorizing 
the execution of an amendment to the Contribution Agreement with 
Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Ontario as represented by the 
Minister of Citizenship and Immigration. 

CARRIED 
 
MOTION:  #127-16      
Moved by:  Councillor Versteeg and Seconded by: Councillor Van Diepenbeek  
THAT: 
By-law No. 2016-024, 2016-025, 2016-026, 2016-027, 2016-028 and 2016-029 be given 
first and second reading; 
AND FURTHER THAT: 
By-law No. 2016-024, 2016-025, 2016-026, 2016-027, 2016-028 and 2016-029 as read a 
first and second time, be passed. 

CARRIED 
 
MOTION: #128-16 
Moved by:  Councillor Steffler and Seconded by: Councillor Morrison 
THAT: 
By-law No. 2016-024, 2016-025, 2016-026, 2016-027, 2016-028 and 2016-029  be given 
a third reading in accordance with Part 13 of the Procedural By-law for the County of 
Huron, Section 1, Subsection 2; 
AND FURTHER THAT: 
By-law No. 2016-024, 2016-025, 2016-026, 2016-027, 2016-028 and 2016-029  as read a 
third time; be passed, signed by the Warden and the Clerk, and the Seal of the 
Corporation affixed thereto. 

CARRIED 
 
13. Closed to the Public Session:  None. 
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14. Arrangement of Committee/Board Meetings: 
 

 Huron County Economic Development Board – Monday, May 9, 2016 at 5:00 
p.m. in the Court House Committee Room, Goderich. 

 Committee of the Whole Day 1 – Wednesday, May 11, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. in the 
Court House Council Chambers, Goderich. 

 Board of Health – Thursday, May 12, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. in Seminar Room 2 of 
the Health & Library Complex, south of Clinton. 

 Committee of the Whole Day 2 – Wednesday, May 18, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. in the 
Court House Council Chambers, Goderich. 

 Library Board – Wednesday, May 25, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. in the South Huron 
Library, Exeter 

 
15. Confirmatory By-law: 
 
MOTION:  #129-16  
Moved by:  Councillor MacLellan and Seconded by: Councillor Jewitt 
THAT: 
By-law No. 2016-030; being a By-law of the Corporation of the County of Huron to confirm 
the proceedings of the Council of the Corporation of the County of Huron, be introduced, 
be given a first, second and third reading in accordance with Part 13 of the Procedural By-
law for the County of Huron, Section 1, Subsection 2; 
AND FURTHER THAT: 
By-law No. 2016-030; as read a third time; be passed, signed by the Warden and the 
Clerk, and the Seal of the Corporation affixed thereto. 

CARRIED 

16. Adjournment: 
 
MOTION:  #130-16  
Moved by:  Councillor Vincent and Seconded by:  Councillor Versteeg 
THAT: 
The Council of the Corporation of the County of Huron do hereby adjourn the Sixth 
Session at 9:49 a.m. to meet again on Wednesday, June 1, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. or at the call 
of the Warden and the Clerk. 

CARRIED 
 
The Session closed with the singing of O Canada. 
  
 
 
   
 Warden Paul Gowing 
 
 
   
 Clerk Susan Cronin 
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